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Staple Hill Corps 
– A Good NEWSS Corps for all people 

(Nurture, Evangelism, Worship, Service to Corps, Service to Community) 
 
Our Purpose is: 

-  To be a vibrant, worshipping Christian community                                 
actively introducing Jesus to the people of our area. 

-  To be a place where all can belong and grow in their relationship 
with Jesus. 

-  To serve the local community. 



  

From the desk of the Editor  

In thinking about what to say I didn’t want to focus too much on my 
experience at Territorial Music School (TMS) as that will be coming 
later in this edition but the theme of TMS and other Divisional 
Summer Schools was taken from the Territorial theme for this year 
which is ‘Open Your Eyes’. 

Whilst at TMS we looked how we personally can ‘Open Our Eyes’ and 

how we could maybe do things better in our own Christian lives. 

But as a Corps do we have our eyes open? 

As a Church fellowship and a community centre we need to open our 
eyes not only to the needs of each other but also to those in our 
community of Staple Hill and beyond. 

Many conversations take place which look at how we could do 
something better or how we could just do something - but how often 
do those ideas actually happen?  

I am sure all of us at some point have sung the chorus ‘To be like 
Jesus, this hope possesses me’. During a conversation at TMS with 
one of the delegates it was said that Jesus never got anything done 
by staying inside, and that perhaps hits the nail on the head. 

As a Church family we need to focus on how we take the message to 
those outside our doors, we have our Page Park Praise events but 
how do we follow these up? 

Let’s open our eyes to the needs of our community and be like Jesus 
and get out there and do it! 

Neil Baker 
Editor – Staple Diet 

 
 
 



  

Sunday Supper 
with a fruity theme 

Sunday 6th September – 5pm 

Summer School Reviews 

Come and listen to some of our 
young people talk about their 

experiences from Junior Camp, 
South Western School of Christian 

Arts & Territorial Music School 

Sunday Celebration 
Sunday 27th September – 5pm 

Featuring the Festival Chorus 

Supported by Staple Hill 
Musical Sections 



  

For the first time since I was a boy I 
went swimming in the sea this 
summer. It was something that I had 
been putting off, as my memories of 
the freezing water from 40 years ago 
still haunted the recess of my mind. 
However, having promised Carys that I 
would join her in the water I had found 
a cheap wetsuit and some booties, and 
not wanting to scar you for life with the 
mental picture, donned the apparel and 

entered the water. 

Although still cold, it wasn't unbearable, and I was able to stay in for 
more than the 5 minutes that I managed all those years ago. All I have to 
do now is master the art of not sinking the body board - that may involve 
a diet and less Sunday cakes! 

On our Christian journey Paul urges us in Ephesians 6:10-11 to: 'Be strong 
in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put on the full armour of God, so 
that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.' I could face my 
fear of the cold by putting on a wetsuit, in our Christian journey we need 
to put on the Armour of God so that we can be strong in the Lord and in 
His mighty power. 

On a practical note, after the summer the programme hits and over the 
coming months we have a number of events and activities that have 
been planned. 

The Big Collection starts in 2 weeks, and we have already raised in 
excess of £2700, which is over half the amount that we are aiming to 
raise this year. We need your help with the door to door appeal, and I 
have written a separate letter with details of this and how you can be 
involved. There are also sign-up sheets, so please volunteer. 
Our retreat is only 4 weeks away (3rd - 4th October). If you have not 
already signed up it's not too late so please do so, and pray for this time 
together. 

Following this is our Harvest (Sunday 11th October). There is no Saturday 
night event this year, as Bristol Citadel are celebrating the completion of 
their refurbishment project. However, we will be having a Harvest Lunch 
after worship before we move to the Cathedral for the Centenary 
Celebrations. 



  

Finally, nationally the Salvation Army has been engaged in a review of 
our structure – ‘Fit for Mission’. This week, a consultation document was 
released, where it is suggested that 4 new divisions are established, and 
the existing divisions rationalised. The proposals are that one of the new 
divisions covers: Dorset, Somerset, Bristol, Bath and some of Wiltshire - 
the DHQ for this division to be based in Bristol. The proposals also 
redefines the purpose of DHQ, which will primarily be Mission and 
Pastoral Care - all ancillary departments such as finance, personnel etc., 
will be established in 7 regional service centres. During this consultation 
period, we will try and keep you updated of developments. Please pray 
for ‘Fit for Mission’ as the Army seeks to become more effective; in 
particular for the many employees at DHQ and THQ whose futures are 
uncertain. 

We had a good summer and are looking forward to the rest of the year.  

Colin Hylton-Jones 
Corps Officer 

News about People 
Those currently on the ‘Wish you were here’ prayer list are: Madge 
Rickards, Irene Ackerman, Francis & Ruth Shepherd, Edna Heath, Valerie 
Scott, Tom and Ruth Cable, Joyce Lear, Gwen Lear, Margaret Hatton. 

THOSE AT UNIVERSITY 

Natasha Bennett (Bristol Uni) 

Many Congratulations to Emily Hall and Andrew Elliott who have 
announced their engagement. Best wishes to you both for your future. 

Andrew Campbell has been appointed as Verger at Westminster Abbey. We 
wish him well as he leaves us here and takes up his new role. 

Wedding Anniversaries 

David and Joan Jones have celebrated their diamond anniversary (60 
years) on the 3rd September. 

Kelvin and Linda James will celebrate their ruby anniversary (40 years) on 
the 13th September. 

Robert & Linda Hall celebrated their pearl anniversary (30 years) on the 
17th August. 

Congratulations to you all on these very special occasions! 



  

Birthdays have been a special day for Chris Claridge who celebrated his 
90th birthday on the 19th August. 

There are a number of people in the Corps who have birthdays this month 
but for two ‘Young’ ladies they will celebrate reaching half a century (50 
years). Michelle Dickens on the 3rd September and Linda Hall on the 26th 
September and of course we have all heard recently how Major Colin is 
still waiting for last year’s birthday present! It is his birthday on the 25th 
September so hopefully this will not happen again! 

To everyone have a lovely day when it comes. 

Thoughts and prayers have been with Mavis Stone with the promotion to 
glory of Gordon. We also think of Kevin & Helen and all the family members 
at this time, May you feel Gods Comfort with you. 

Thinking of our young people who have recently had exam results. Well 
done to you all on your results. To everyone returning to school or college, 
we wish you well as you continue in your education. 

Vivien Wallington 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for your kindness and care. Your cards, blessings, phone calls, 
love and prayers, they certainly upheld me! 

I felt covered, protected with a special cloud, with God’s special powers. 
Something I’ve never really experienced before in the same way. 

God is all powerful, and when you serve him, he comes in a very special 
way. 

As Christians we are expected to be near to those who are suffering, our 
words aren’t all important, we need to be near to them as God is with us 
and sit close by. If we need to speak, God provides us with the right 
words to comfort. 

So I say to you all thank you, you have been a real inspiration to me and I 
thank God for you. I will always treasure your loving kindness. 

‘Be still and know that I am God’ Psalm 46vs10 

Doris Pearce. 

 



  

September Sundays 
6th    11am Morning Worship 5pm Sunday Supper 

13th  11am Morning Worship 5pm Sunday Worship 

20th  11am Morning Worship 3.30pm  Page Park Praise 

27th  11am  Morning Worship 5pm Sunday Celebration 

 

Territorial Music School 2015 – 
Monkton Coombe School, Bath 

A Delegate’s Perspective 

As we didn’t have any delegates to TMS from the corps, Sophie 
Wilmott from Paignton Corps reports on her first year at TMS. 

Despite having grown up in the army all of my life, I only attended 
my first territorial youth event this year aged 17. I attended 
territorial music school this year for the first time and played in the 
Jonathon Corry band with many other talented musicians from all 
over the UK. With it being my first time I was rather unsure as to 
what to expect. I was also very nervous because I knew I was the 
only one attending from my division whilst still being young enough 
to attend my divisional summer school and I only knew a couple of 
others from other divisions. However when I got there I had nothing 
to worry about. I was amazed at how quickly I was accepted into 
Gods family there and I have made some amazing friends all over 
the territory from it. I have even made a couple of new friends from 
outside this country including America and Norway! For me 
personally, worshipping with people my age from all over the UK 
was an incredible experience and has definitely left a lasting impact 
on me. One particular highlight for me was on Thursday evening in 
which we took part in worship. However this worship involved us 

being able to share our own testimonies and devotions with one 
another. A lasting memory for me was when one student shared how 
comfortable they felt being here with others that share together 



  

with God because in their day to day lives it’s more difficult to talk 
about God with other non-Christians. 

The final festival at the end of the week will also be a concert that 
I will never forget. To see and hear the talent of such young 
Christian musicians was incredible and to think about how far we 
had all progressed throughout the week.  

Musically, in the band, I know that I have come on as a player so 

much from attending this week and I loved how everything I played, 
I knew was all in the name of God. After having such an amazing 
time myself this week, I would strongly recommend it to other young 
people in my division because I have had one of the best weeks in 
my life and it made me open my eyes to how important God is in my 
life and how I am not alone because there are thousands of other 
young Salvationists like me all over the country and we shouldn’t be 
ashamed of that 

A Staff Perspective 

Again it was a privilege to be asked to be on the staff at TMS once 
again this year. With my role at Logistics Coordinator it is always a 
challenge to fit everything in around all the rehearsals.  

Having started the week with a nice breakfast (with Nathan), we 
travelled to the school looking forward to what was in store for us, 
not only the staff but the delegates. 

The theme for the week focused on the Territorial theme of ‘Open 
Your Eyes’. We looked specifically at different parts of the vision of 

Jesus – Holiness, life styles etc.  

This year the number of delegates was up on the previous year which 
was an answer to much prayer. Prayer was a major focus in the run 
up to the week using Social Media where delegates and member of 
staff were prayed for. Requests also came in to pray for those who 
couldn’t make TMS 2015 for whatever reason and we also spent time 
in our final worship session thinking of around 30 such names. 

Being our 3rd year at the school in Bath organization was a lot better 
and I had the chance over two days to join in both band rehearsals. 



  

In Andrew Blyth’s rehearsal we worked on a number of pieces played 
by our own band which made playing them easier! One of the pieces 
‘My Comfort and Strength’ was a particular blessing for me 
particularly when we realised and understood the scripture passage 
to which it related. 

One part of the week that is special to everyone at TMS is the 
Thursday Night Worship. For our Territorial Youth Secretaries this 

evening is always an important one to lead as they know what it 
means to everyone. This year they had a number of ideas but due to 
uncertain weather and restrictions placed on us by the school they 
were on about plan D but it didn’t affect the impact on us all. Many 
of the Staff & Delegates spoke publically about personal things but 
also about their experiences from the week and what they will take 
away from it. One welcome addition this year was getting into 3 or 
4s to have a time of prayer but also to share how God is working in 
the lives of each individual. 

During the week in our meetings the staff prayed for each delegate 
in person and as we got to know them more throughout the week 
we began to appreciate some of the struggles some are facing.  The 
name of each delegate and staff member started to appear on a tree 
in the chapel and by the Thursday evening all the names were cut 
away and we all took a name home with us promising to think and 
pray for that person throughout the year. 

Over all the week was another great TMS but more importantly I 
have witnessed God working in the lives of 115 young people who 

have a passion for music but a real thirst for wanting to know God 
more and wanting to have a life which is formed with Him at the 
centre and that for me is a job well done! 

 

 

 



  

South Western School of Christian Arts 
We had 14 Young People from Staple Hill attend the South Western 
School of Christian Arts (SWSCA) – Ethan Swallow & Olivia Heath 
reports on what went on. 

SWSCA once again has proven to be one of the best and enjoyable 
religious experiences I have ever encountered! From silent discos to 
fancy dress to an outside movie night! But the most important thing 
is that I was able to get so close to God on a daily basis. This allowed 
me to get more knowledge out of our amazing religion and allowed 
me to take home so much due to the cell worship that I took part in 
every day, so if I had to put it in a single word it would be 
knowledge.  

SWSCA allows you to worship God in a really fun way! If you are 12+ 
I would highly recommend attending next year’s SWSCA as it is such 
a laugh, I've been reunited with friends and made some amazing new 
ones, it is a great way to socialise with other fellow Christians in a 
fun and safe environment! 

Ethan Swallow 
 

This year is the third year now that I've been to swsca, and there 
was a lot of things they did differently this year. Like, instead of a 
formal meal and disco we had a BBQ and silent disco which was 
really fun. Also, one night we dressed up for a 'movie premier' 
which to be honest I didn't really like because it was quite late and 
we were watching it outside so it got very cold. A lot of us went in 
half way through and brought our duvets outside!  
I really enjoyed swsca again this year though, I did art and media 
as my streams and I found cell group a lot more enjoyable too than 
the previous years. I can't wait for next year! 

Olivia Heath 

 
 
 



  

Some time ago as part of a badge we 
asked the Brownies what they liked 
best about Monday evenings. Here 

are the comments: 

I like playing games because it makes it more exciting. I like art 
most because we learn more still and we get more creative. 

I like going to Brownies because I have fun with my friends doing 

fun games, doing new things, having fun with my buddy, doing 
show and tell and art. 

I love to do every single thing that we do, especially earning 
badges, games and being a buddy. I love coming and saying the 
promise. I hope new people will join so they have as much fun as I 
have!!!! 

The best thing about Brownies is show and tell. I like making new 
friends because you get to know about everybody. I have the best 
leaders in the whole wide world because they make me laugh! 

The best thing about Brownies is Church Parade and getting 
badges. I love the leaders because they make everything fun. 

The best things about Brownies are our uniform, our badges, 
having show and tell, Church Parade, the best leaders ever, crafts 
and making things. 

I love to eat, cook, go on trips with my friends, games and fun 
sharing my toys at show and tell. 

I like doing codes at Brownies, it is fun. My favourite part of 
Brownies is playing games. I feel like doing everything at Brownies, 

it is so much fun. 

I like going to Brownies and learning new things, playing games, 
doing arts and crafts and wearing the Brownie uniform. 

I like playing games at Brownies. I like doing codes, eating cake 
and meeting my best friends. I like knitting at Brownies. 



  

In Brownies I like doing crafts and art. I like meeting up with 
friends at school and from different schools. My favourite part of 
Brownies is doing games. 

I come to Brownies and do loads of fun stuff like games, Church 
Parade, colouring, cooking, trips and knitting. 

You get to get to do show and tell 

You can get badges 

You get to go to Church Parade 

I like to make friends and like the leaders 

The leaders are fun because they plan the fun 

You don't have to go to bed early 

It is very fun 

The uniforms are very nice 

You sometimes get to have ice lollies! 

You get to make stuff! 

We have a fantastic time at Brownies and are very lucky to work 
with such a lovely group of children. Thank you to everyone who 
supports us, especially with Church Parade. 

Hannah Brewer, Liz Brewer, Rachel and Emma Roberts 
 

Caption Competition 
Last month we published this photo and asked 
for captions. I only received one caption. 
Thank you to Bob Perkins. 

 
His Caption was 

Fire a Volley & G.L.O.R.Y Glory! 
 
 
 

 



  

The Big Duck Challenge 

In Aid of 
The Big Collection 

 

The closing date for The Big Duck 
Challenge will be Saturday 31st October. 

  
All photos to be sent electronically to me at 
margaretboxell@gmail.com. If you do not have a digital camera 
please hand your photos to me or Linda Hall before the closing date, 
making sure you write your name on the back of the photo. You need 
to decide which category you wish your photo to be entered and tell 
me where the photo was taken. You can enter a maximum of four 
photos in each category.  

The Duck Celebration Evening will take place on Sunday 29th 
November in the Bradbury Hall at 5pm. This will be an evening of 
fun and a chance to look at all the duck photographs that have been 
submitted. Decorated ducks should be brought along on the day. 
Voting will take place to determine the best of each category (from 
the top 3) and prizes will be awarded. There will also be a ‘duck’ 
quiz, games and ‘a pause for thought’ before we share food 
together. A light supper will be provided and a basket will be 

available for donations in aid of The Big Collection. 

Please put this date in your diary and come along a join the fun! 

Margaret Boxell  

 
 
 
 



  

Corps Weekly Activities 
Monday 
Greenfingers    10.30am (2nd Monday of each month) 
Home League Fellowship  2pm (3rd Monday of each month) 
Rainbows    6pm to 7pm 
Brownies    6.30pm to 7.30pm 
CAMEO     7.45pm (last of each month) 

Tuesday 
Tuesday Toddlers    from 9.30am 
Young People’s Band Practice 6.45pm to 7.45pm 
Senior Band Practice   8pm to 10pm 

Wednesday 
Baby Song    from 9.30am 

Thursday 
Luncheon Club   12pm 
Thursday Fellowship   2pm to 3pm 
Community Care Ministries  7pm (3rd Thursday of each month) 
Singing Company Practice  6.45pm to 7.45pm 
Songster Practice   8pm to 9.30pm 

Friday 

Friday Club restarts in September 2015  

Saturday 
Coffee Morning   10am to 12pm 

Sunday 
Primary, Lighthouse Club  9.45am – 10.45am 
and Youth Group    
Morning Worship   11am 
1st Sunday – Sunday Supper  5pm 
2nd Sunday – Sunday Worship  5pm 
3rd Sunday – Worship & The Word 5pm 
4th Sunday – Sunday Celebration 5pm 
5th Sunday – Simply Sunday  5pm 

 



  

Corps Programme (2015) 
(Events in italics indicate other Corps, Divisional & Territorial Events) 
 
SEPTEMBER  

12th – 26th Big Collection 

Sunday 20th  Page Park Praise in the Afternoon (3.30pm) 

Sunday 27th Back to Church Sunday 

OCTOBER  

3rd/4th Corps ‘Retreat’ Weekend (non-residential) 

Sunday 11th Harvest Festival 

Sunday 11th  150th Celebrations in Bristol Cathedral 

Saturday 17th Divisional Youth Band Event – Shepton Mallett 

Saturday 17th Our Band in Proms Concert in Bath 

29th/1st Nov Corps Officers on Furlough 

30th/1st Nov Soul Pursuit – Territorial YP Workers Weekend 

NOVEMBER  

Saturday 7th Divisional AFM Fellowship Day 

Sunday 8th Remembrance Sunday 

Saturday 14th Divisional Creative Arts Day for Children 

Saturday 14th Singing Company and Songsters Visit to Street 

DECEMBER  

Saturday 5th Christmas on the Hill 

 
 
 
 

The deadline for entry in 
October’s Newsletter is 

Sunday 20th September 2015, 
Please email stapledietnewsletter@gmail.com 

 



  

 
 

Corps Leadership Team 
Laura Baker, Tash Bennett, Margaret Bessex, Margaret Boxell,     

Liz Brewer, Mark Dickens, Linda Hall, Paul Heath, Majors Colin & 
Nicola Hylton-Jones, Nathan James, Les Palfreman & Marc Willetts. 

 

Pastoral Care Council (PCC) 
Margaret Bessex, Margaret Boxell, Liz Brewer, Linda Hall, Majors Colin 

& Nicola Hylton-Jones, Kelvin James, Rachael James, 
Hilary Sims, Marc Willetts, Gerry Wiltshire, Malcolm Wiltshire. 

 

Worship Team 
Michael Baker, Tash Bennett, Jon Dickens, Michelle Dickens,       

Nathan James, Les Palfreman (Leader), Jenny Palfreman (Secretary),          
Viv Wallington & Kay Willetts. 

 

 
 

The Salvation Army, Staple Hill Citadel Corps 
Broad Street, Staple Hill, BS16 5LN 

Tel: 0117 956 5232 

www.staplehillcitadel.com 
The Salvation Army is a Christian Church and a registered charity, No 214779 


