
SUNDAY 1st February 2026 

 
 

Leading Worship 

Once or twice a year, I get the privilege to lead worship – and today is 

one of those rare occasions. And I really do find it a huge privilege. First 

of all, the fact that anyone would even think to ask me more than once 

is immensely humbling. And once I get past that thought, being given 

the opportunity to share a little of what I have learnt from reading the 

Bible is something I find personally very rewarding. Even more than 

that, though, I find I learn a phenomenal amount during my 

preparations as God directs my eyes, and then my understanding and 

finally my words. 

I have been preparing for today for the last month. I have written 

multiple drafts to refine the words that I will share with you. I have 

practiced the sermon at home, on the train, in a hotel and in the hall. I 

know pretty well what I am trying to say, but I also know that God will 

take my words and use them in a myriad of different ways that I will 

never know and could never even imagine as they reach the hearts of 

those who listen. And that is what makes the leading of worship such a 

privilege for me – knowing that God is with me, using me to bless, 

encourage and instruct others. 

Paul Heath 
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People 

Our thoughts and prayers continue to be our friends who are grieving 

the loss of loved ones – a couple of funerals have been held over recent 

days (Ann and Rachel, we continue to be thinking of you and your 

families), and the following funerals will be taking place of the coming 

weeks: 

• Bill Milsom - whose funeral will be on Wednesday, 4th February, 

11.15am at Westerleigh Crematorium. Please continue to 

remember Freda, Elaine and Mark in your prayers. 

• Olive Matthews - Olive's funeral has been planned for Monday, 

16th February, 12 noon at Westerleigh Crematorium Woodlands 

Chapel.  We continue to uphold Gary and his wider family in 
prayers. 

At the time of writing, we believe both Doris and Terry remain in 

hospital. Please uphold our friends in prayer, along with all others in our 
fellowship who are poorly or living with long-term health conditions. 

 

Flowers 

Thank you, Viv, for providing the flowers today at the front of the hall. 

These are to remember her mum, Joyce, who would have been 
celebrating her 100th birthday on February 3rd. 

 

I am sure you will agree that the flowers at the front of the hall each 

Sunday really do enhance our worship and are a wonderful form of 

ministry. Many people like to tie in the flower arrangements to a special 

occasion or memory, whilst others give them just for the simple joy that 

they provide as we contemplate God’s beautiful creation. If you would 

like to give some flowers one Sunday, please add your name to the list 

on the notice board at the back of the hall or have a chat to Viv – we still 
have a number of slots available throughout this year. 



 

Self- Denial Appeal 

This Sunday sees the start of our annual focus on the Self Denial Appeal 

where we think about different Salvation Army ministries across the 

world and support them in prayer.  There will also be an opportunity to 

support this global work financially on Sunday 1st March and details of 

how to give, including envelopes and information leaflets, will be 

available soon – please make sure you pick yours up if you are part of 

our Sunday morning or Thursday Church congregation. Thank you. 

 

Thanks 

Gary Matthews would like to pass on his thanks for all the cards, kind 
messages and prayers received following Olive’s passing. It has been 
much appreciated. 
 

 

  



 

 



 The Week Ahead 

 
TODAY – Sunday 1st February:   

10am      All Age Worship led by Paul Heath 
‘The Fool on the Hill” 
Psalm 14 

11:30am-12:15pm Children’s Church and Youth  
 
Tuesday 3rd February:  

9:30am-2:30pm Employment Plus 
10am – 2pm   Open Doors inc. homemade soup at 12.30pm 
10am-11am   Fitness Club 
11am-12noon   Extra Slice Group (leader: Kelvin) at the hall 
From 6:30pm   YP Band Practice and Singing Company Practice 
8pm      Senior Band Practice 
 

Wednesday 4th February:  
9:30am-11am   Tots on the Hill 
3:30pm-4:30pm  Extra Slice Group (leader: Gerry) online 
11:15am    Funeral of Bill Millsom at Westerleigh Crematorium 
8pm-9pm    Extra Slice Group (leader: Linda) at Kelvin & Linda’s 
8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group (leader: Beth) online 
 

Thursday 5th February: 
10am-12noon   Open Doors 
11:15am    Extra Slice Group at the hall 
12:30pm     Lunch Club - booking essential 
8pm-9pm    Extra Slice Group (leader: Bethany) at Bev & Jon’s 
8pm-9pm    Extra Slice Group at Colin & Nicola’s 
8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group (leaders: Ian & Rachel) online 
 

Friday 6th February:   
7:30am-12noon  Slimming World Groups 
10am-12noon   Open Doors 
2pm       Cleaning Hall 
 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2014&version=NIVUK


Next Weekend 

 
Sunday 8th February:   

10am      All Age Worship led by Majors Colin & Nicola 
11:30am-12:15pm Children’s Church and Youth  
 

 

 

Dates for the Diary 

Here are some other dates that are coming up soon: 
 

Friday 13th February – 
Sunday 6th February 

Territorial Mission Conference 

Saturday 14th February Coffee Morning 
Sunday 15th February Pulse Youth Event at Bristol South 

Monday 23rd February 
CAMEO 
Pastoral Care Council meeting 

Sunday 1st March 
Divisional Leaders with us 
SD Altar Service 
Messy Church 

Friday 6th March World Day of Prayer 
Friday 6th – Sunday 8th 
March 

Youth Retreat Weekend 

 
 


