
SUNDAY 21st December 2025 

 
 

How far is it to Bethlehem? 

As the advent story moves into the final week, we think of Mary and 

Joseph’s approach into Bethlehem. I can’t begin to think how stressful 

that journey must have been with Mary expecting her baby to arrive at 

any time. And this would have been made all the worse by not being 

able to phone ahead to book a hotel (aren’t we lucky to live in an age of 

modern technology?). I could imagine the question ‘how far is it now?’ 

would have come up repeatedly.  

The children’s carol responds with the answer ‘not very far’, but I’m 

not sure this would have been much comfort for Mary as her time 

approached! I suspect she would have been very scared, stressed and 

worried despite knowing that God was masterminding every step of 
their journey. 

As we make our journey towards Christmas Day, many will feel some 

stress as the final preparations are made: the last presents to buy and 

wrap, mountains of food to prepare, relatives to manage and, perhaps, 

endure. But we undertake all this because, on the whole, we want to. 

Mary and Joseph undertook their journey because they had no choice 

– and they got through it all just fine! Ours is a journey of celebration, 

theirs was a journey of destiny. And at the end of all the journeying, 

what do we all find? Jesus. God’s love come down from Heaven.  
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People 

We were sad to learn that Glynn Elcoat was promoted to glory this week.  

Our thoughts are with Rachael, Jenni, Georgie and all their families.  We 

continue to pray for all those grieving loved ones, which becomes more 

poignant at this time of year. 

As of writing, Bill is still convalescing so please remember both Bill and 

Freda at this time. 

There are a few people who are struggling with seasonal illness.  If this 

is you, please look after yourself.  For those living with long-term health 

conditions, please care for yourself.  For those struggling, please hold 

firm.  As a church family we try to support everyone, so please let us 

know if you need help at this time (a word of thanks to those who phone, 
visit, message - thank you it is an invaluable ministry). 

 

Carols in the Square, Christmas Eve 

Good News - the height restriction for helping has been lifted to over 6ft, 

thanks to the Paul C who has redesigned and constructed a new 'visual 
aid' for me - you'll need to come on Christmas Eve to see!  Thanks Paul.   

Christmas Eve in the Square is one of our largest outreach events of the 

year, so if you can help, please speak to Colin. 

 

Sunday, 28th December 2025 

As in previous years, we will be serving Bacon Baps after worship, just 
in case you haven't had enough food over the Christmas period. 

Bulletin over the Christmas break 

Please note, there will be no bulletin published next Sunday. 

  



The Week Ahead 

 
TODAY – Sunday 21st December:   

10am      All Age Worship  
       ‘Love came down: love stands with’ 
       Matthew 1: 18-25 
5pm      Main Carol Service 

‘Love came down’ 
 7pm      Youth Christmas get together at Bristol Citadel 
 
Monday 22nd December:  

6:30pm - 8:30pm  Carolling at Tesco, Yate 
 
Tuesday 23rd December:  

10am – 2pm   Open Doors (last one until 6th January) 
 

Wednesday 24th December (Christmas Eve):  
10am – 12noon   Last Christmas Reception 
5pm Carols in the Square 
 

Thursday 25th December (Christmas Day): 
10.30am    Refreshments available for our Christmas Day  

guests and those attending worship 
11am      Christmas Day All Age Worship 

‘Love Came Down: Love Shows Up’ 
Luke 2 vs 1-7 

 
Sunday 28th December:   

10am      All Age Worship  
       ‘Love came down: love reaches out’ 
       Matthew 2 vs 1-12 

 

Please note: Our normal activities start to resume from the first week of 
January 
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Dates for the Diary 

Here are some other dates that are coming up soon: 
 

Saturday 3rd January Band brunch 
Tuesday 6th January Employment Plus resumes 

Fitness Club resumes  
Kelvin’s Extra Slice group resumes 
Senior Band Practice resumes 

Wednesday 7th January Tots on the Hill resumes 
Thursday 8th January Open Doors resumes 

Extra Slice morning group resumes 
Lunch Club resumes 

Sunday 11th January Covenant Sunday 
Children’s Church resumes 

Thursday 15th January Thursday Church 
Saturday 17th January Coffee Morning 
Sunday 18th January Unity Sunday 

Pulse Youth Event at Staple Hill 

 


