
SUNDAY 2nd November 2025 

 
 

Not what I planned 

Our days don’t always turn out quite as planned, do they? This week, I 

found myself spending a great many hours in an Accident and Emergency 

department in Hertfordshire rather than undertaking a busy day of 

meetings. Instead of giving and receiving business presentations, I instead 

found myself giving blood and receiving treatment and tests. For a time, 

my thoughts turned inward and I was in a pretty dark place … but then I 

lifted my eyes and started to look around me. There were many people 

passing through the busy A&E department who were clearly in great pain, 

people who had suffered significant injuries, people who were frightened 

and confused, and relatives who were having to deal with the worst kind 

of news. In comparison, my own situation wasn’t really all that bad. 

Without knowing why, I found the following words drifting into my mind: 

I’m in his hands; Whate’er the future holds I’m in his hands.  

The days I cannot see have all been planned for me;  

His way is best you see; I’m in his hands. 

[The Song Book of The Salvation Army, No. 848] 

Fortunately, I was later discharged and am now feeling much better again. 

                            Paul Heath 
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People 

We continue to remember those of our fellowship who are recovering 

from illness, living with long term health issues or struggling with the 

day to day demands of life.  Please pray for those you know in addition 

to uplifting our fellowship in love. 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday at the Hall 

This is always a special Sunday for those of us that share together in our 

building.  To avoid as much disruption as last year, we will start with 

refreshments at 10am, and begin our worship a little later, which will 
include an Act of Remembrance at 11am. 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday at Page Park 

The parade, led by our own band, will form up in Page Road at 10am. At 

10:20am, the parade will march to the War Memorial in Page Park for a 

service of Remembrance. As a change to the proceedings this year, there 

will be no march back from Page Park following the Act of 

Remembrance. 

The Order of Service can be downloaded from: 

https://www.staplehillandmangotsfield-pc.gov.uk/wp-

content/uploads/sites/115/2024/11/Staple-Hill-Service-of-

Remembrance-2025-A5.pdf 
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Meat free week  

Sunday 2nd – Sunday 9th November 

As part of our commitment to ‘Care for Creation’, we are having a MEAT 

FREE week.  This means that any food prepared and served in our 

building will be meat/fish free - this includes Tuesday soup lunch, Lunch 

Club and Messy Church.  But why not join in at home? You could go meat 

free all week, or if this is too hard, why not just try reducing the amount 

of meat/ fish you eat – e.g. just one meal, or a whole day? Let us know 

how you get on.  Going meat-free benefits the environment significantly, 

and as they say ‘every little helps!’ For more information, please speak 
to Joe Saint, our ‘Care for Creation’ Coordinator.  

 

 

Christmas Day 

We’re all set to welcome people on Christmas Day again this year.  The 

day is for anyone who would appreciate sharing Christmas dinner 

around the table with others in the community. The day includes a 

Christmas dinner, entertainment, lots of laughs and all sorts of goodies 

to take home.  If you want to share with us or know of anyone who would 

like an invitation, then please ask Nicola or Deb.  We are also looking for 

people to help us on the day.  We need people to help all day as Table 

Hosts, making people welcome, serving food and chatting with guests.  

We’re also looking for people to pick up guests to arrive by 10.30am and 

people to take them home again at 3.15pm (just offering to transport 

people at 3.15pm would be brilliant!).  Please see Nicola if you can help 

in any way.  Thank you! 

 

 

 



Be a Star 

If you haven’t already done so, please pick up a STAR from 

the tree in the foyer to remind yourself to buy a gift for 

someone this Christmas (see the back of the star for age 

group/sex of the intended recipient).  Gifts can be 

anything you choose, but do need to be brand new and 

unwrapped, please.  Please see separate sheet for ideas of what gifts to 

buy.  Sunday morning 14th December, will be our Toy Service when you 

can bring your gifts and place them under our tree or you can bring them 

to the hall at any other time before this. 

 

 

Harvest 2025 

Total raised this year:  £3,522.67. 

Thank you to everyone who have supported the Missions for our Corps 
and Division. 

 

  



The Week Ahead 

 
TODAY Sunday 2nd November:   

10am      All Age Worship led by Majors Colin & Nicola 
       “David the Leader” 
       1 Samuel 30 
11:30am-12:15pm Children’s Church & Youth  
 

Sunday 2nd November – Sunday 9th November: Meat Free Week! 
 
Tuesday 4th November:  

10am – 2pm   Open Doors including Employment Plus and Light 
lunch at 12.30pm 

10am-11am   Fitness Club 
11am-12noon   Extra Slice Group (leader: Kelvin) at the hall 
From 6:30pm   YP Band Practice and Singing Company Practice 
8pm      Songster Practice 
 

Wednesday 5th November:  
9:30am-11am   Tots on the Hill 
3:30pm-4:30pm  Extra Slice Group (leader: Gerry) online 
8pm-9pm    Extra Slice Group (leader: Linda) at Kelvin & Linda’s 
8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group (leader: Beth) online 
 

Thursday 6th November: 
10am-12noon   Open Doors  
11am  Thursday Church - Remembrance Service 

 (Please note earlier time of 11am 
 refreshments available from 10am) 

12:30pm     Lunch Club - booking essential 
8pm      Extra Band Practice 
8pm-9pm    Extra Slice Group at Colin & Nicola’s 
8pm-9pm    Extra Slice Group (leader: Bethany) at Bev & Jon’s 
8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group (leaders: Ian & Rachel) online 
 

Friday 7th November:   
7:30am-12noon  Slimming World Groups 
10am-12noon   Open Doors 
2pm       Cleaning Hall 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2030&version=NIVUK


 

Next Weekend 

 
Sunday 2nd November:  Remembrance Sunday 

10am      All Age Worship led by Majors Colin & Nicola 
       “David the King” 

2 Samuel 5, 6, 7 
Refreshments at 10am, meeting will start afterwards 

11:30am-12:15pm Children’s Church & Youth  
4pm-6pm    Messy Church  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dates for the Diary 

Here are some other dates that are coming up soon: 
 

Monday 10th November Mission Council Meeting 
Saturday 15th November Coffee Morning 
Sunday 16th November Church 2 U 

Pulse Youth Event 
Sunday 23rd November Majors Alan & Carol Young leading 

meeting 
Monday 24th November CAMEO Craft Group 
Saturday 29th November Christmas on the Hill 
Sunday 30th November 1st Sunday in Advent 

Messy Church 
Friday 5th December Christmas Concert 
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