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Front Lines

They’re not always where you might expect them to be. A few weeks ago,
on a visit to London, Jen and I attended a free lunch-time concert in the
College Garden of Westminster Abbey. We were able to find a seat
alongside another couple and we enjoyed the varied programme of music
presented by the St Sebastian Wokingham Brass Band.

Anticipating there might be a rush for the restaurant at the end of the
concert we made to leave before the final item was presented. As we did
so, the band struck up with the opening bars of music familiar to us, so we
decided to stay and listen. Fortunately, our seats were still available and
so we rejoined our new-found concert companions. Jen asked the lady she
was sat beside if she would confirm the title of the piece from her
programme - Guardian of My Soul. Jen explained that it was an SA piece of
music written by Salvationist composer Darren Shaw and quoted
associated words ‘You know my name and where I'm going’. Conversation
followed in which the lady revealed that in her youth she had been a
member of the Singing Company in one of the South London Corps and
then enquired about us and our Corps. In responding Jen suggested she
also take a look at our YouTube channel. None of us can say what might
flow from that encounter but we can pray that, in time, it will evoke a
positive response. “In His time, in His time, He makes all things beautiful in

His time.” Les Palfreman
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People

It would seem that we currently do not have any friends in
hospital. However, without embarrassing them, we do have friends who
are poorly, undergoing tests and/or living with long term health
conditions. Please continue to remember our friends in your prayers,
and where appropriate send a card or text, or phone.

As part of our worship this week, both Dan and Chris will be enrolled as
Adherents. Please support them as they take this next step in their faith
journey. If church membership is something that you have been
thinking about, please speak to Nicola, Colin or Kay.

Congratulations to Naomi, Emily and Andy who completed the ‘Growing
Leaders’ course yesterday. As of writing we have no photo's butlook out
for some over the coming weeks.

For those on social media or who have watched Bristol news this week,
you will be aware that Steve's daughter and granddaughter experienced
abuse in the form of an anti-immigration 'rant’. Details of the incident
can be found through the following link

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cevzp4w23080

Our thoughts and prayers are with the family at this time.

Our congratulations to Kit and Grace who are celebrating their 30t
(pearl) wedding anniversary this week, and Beryl and Spencer who
celebrate their 56th wedding anniversary.

Flowers

As part of celebrating their wedding anniversary this week, Kit and
Grace are sharing with us the flowers at the front of the hall. Thank you.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cevzp4w2308o

Road Closures

In the local paper and on BBC Bristol it advises that the M4 will be closed
next weekend (Friday, 10th October at 8pm until Monday 13th October
at 6am) as part of the works to replace the Badminton Road Bridge.
However, the South Glos council website says:

From 7pm Friday 24t October to 6am Monday 27t October the M4 will
be closed in both directions between junctions 18 and 19 to allow
National Highways to lift the main beams of the new overbridge into
place.

Therefore, over the next couple of weeks, please check for road closures!

Blue Primary Chair

After exhaustive investigations, it appears that the missing blue chair
may have been 'set free' by a 'chair activist’' when we were last at Page
Park. We are planning a search and rescue operation next week in the
hope that we can locate our missing chair. More updates in next week’s
bulletin.

Congratulations Chris Rose

Congratulations to Chris Rose who this week has been awarded the
‘Mangotsfield Residents Association & South Glos councillors
Community Award Certificate’ for litter picking and caring for gardens
in front of Walker Court flats and in Fountain Square. Well done Chris
and thank you for making a difference in our community.



What to do in the event of a fire

At this time of year, we always remind ourselves of what to do in the
event of a fire - so if you see a fire or hear the alarm, please make sure
you know what to do:

e Leave the building by the nearest fire exit

e Ifyou’re in the gallery, Bradbury Hall, toilets & beyond - leave
by the back door

e Ifyou’re in the main hall (downstairs)/entrance - leave by the
front door

e Do notreturn for any belongings

e Assemble on Fountain Square outside Iceland

e Don’tjust go home - it might be presumed you're still in the
building.

¢ Do notreturn to the building until given the all clear by the Fire
Brigade.

Feedback box

One of the goals set in a recent ‘Seek Justice & Reconciliation’ meeting
was to implement a feedback box, to enable people who may feel
reluctant to speak up or ask questions the opportunity to do this in a
different way. This feedback box is now available every Sunday on the
table in the foyer and so please use it if it is helpful - we would also
encourage you to write your names on any comments so that we can
follow up as needed. If you have any questions about this please speak
to Mary Hitchcock.



Mission Council

The minutes from Monday’s meeting are available on the noticeboard,
but here is a summary:

e New Health & Safety policies discussed

e New Safeguarding training - planned for Sunday 19t October

e Christmas calendar and 2026 calendar

e A further £13,000 has been raised for our Property Fund

e Plans for the ‘Meat Free week’ 2nd- 9th November

e Ways we are making Sunday worship more inclusive and
increasing awareness of learning disabilities and neurodiversity

e Plans to replace our large gazebos with 3 smaller ones using an
outreach grant we received

Coffee Morning

At The Salvation Army, Staple ITill

Saturday — 11" October
10 am — 12 noon




The Week Ahead

TODAY Sunday 5t October:
10am All Age Worship led by Majors Colin & Nicola
‘David the Outcast’
1 Samuel 24

11:30am-12:15pm Children’s Church and Youth :
4pm-6pm Messy Church

Including the enrolment of new Adherents, so please note the meeting may
finish a little later this week

Monday 6t October:
8pm Pastoral Care Council with the Divisional Leaders
Tuesday 7t October:
10am - 2pm Open Doors including Employment Plus and Light
lunch at 12.30pm
10am-11lam Fitness Club
1lam-12Z2noon Extra Slice Group (leader: Kelvin) at the hall
From 6:30pm YP Band Practice and Singing Company Practice
8pm Songster Practice
Wednesday 8t October:
9:30am-11am Tots on the Hill
3:30pm-4:30pm  Extra Slice Group (leader: Gerry) online
8pm-9pm Extra Slice Group (leader: Linda) at Kelvin & Linda’s
8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group (leader: Beth) online
Thursday 9t October:
10am-12Z2noon Open Doors
11:15am Extra Slice Group at the hall
12:30pm Lunch Club - booking essential
8pm-9pm Extra Slice Group at Colin & Nicola’s
8pm-9pm Extra Slice Group (leader: Bethany) at Bev & Jon’s

8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group (leaders: Ian & Rachel) online


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Samuel%2024&version=NIVUK

The Week Ahead [continued]

Friday 10th October:
7:30am-12noon  Slimming World Groups
10am-12noon Open Doors
2pm Cleaning Hall
Saturday 11th October:
10am-1Znoon Coffee Morning coordinated by Claire
Blowers
Sunday 12t October: Young People’s Weekend
10am Young People’s Prize Giving
11:30am-12:15pm Children’s Church and Youth
1pm-3pm Youth lunch at the hall

Dates for the Diary

Here are some other dates that are coming up soon:

Thursday 16th October 11:15am Thursday Church - Harvest
Sunday 19th October Pulse Youth Event at Pill
Monday 20t October Mission Council Meeting
Sunday 26t October Beth Ewins leading meeting
Monday 27t October 8pm CAMEOQ Craft Group
Thursday 6th November | Thursday Church
Sunday 9th November Remembrance Sunday
Messy Church




