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Racial Justice Sunday 

 
Today, Sunday 12th February, is Racial Justice Sunday, a day observed 
by Christian Churches across the UK.  It gives us an opportunity to join 
together in: 
 

• Remembering the importance of racial justice 
• Thanking God for human diversity 
• Praying for an end to misunderstanding, racism and injustice 
• Action that truly makes a difference 

 
We are blessed here at Staple Hill with a diverse congregation and we 
celebrate that diversity – not just on Racial Justice Sunday but 
throughout the year.   We also, however, need to recognise that 
prejudice and injustice is all around us, sometimes subtle and even 
hidden but nonetheless hurtful and damaging and definitely contrary 
to what God wants.  Let’s look for ways as individuals and as a church 
to challenge all injustice, treat everyone with respect and celebrate 
diversity today and every day. 

Major Nicola Hylton-Jones 
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JUNIOR CAMP / SUMMER SCHOOL: 

Application forms are now available. Please note that the wrong date 
for Summer School was published in the bulletin last week - sorry for the confusion 
this may have caused.  Here’s the correct dates:  
  

Summer School 
5th – 11th August 
For ages 11-21 

Please see Tash 

Junior Camp 
12th – 17th August 
For Ages 8-11 

Please see Laura 

TURKEY & SYRIA EARTHQUAKE DISASTER: 

The people of Turkey and Syria are very much in our prayers. The 
Salvation Army is working with its international partners to meet the 
needs of those affected by the recent earthquake in Turkey, Syria and 
the wider region. 
 
You are welcome to support the ongoing response and the longer term 
recovery of those impacted. Use this online link to our website  
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/international-development/areas-
work/emergency-response?form=turkeysyriaearthquake 
 
General Brian Peddle, international leader of The Salvation Army, has 
tweeted: “The horrific pictures coming from Turkey and Syria are cause 
for great and global concern. Praying for those affected, those 
experiencing great loss. Praying also for all who are assisting in this 
tragedy.” 
 
Emergency Response is one of The Salvation Army International 
Development UK's five areas of work. In the immediate aftermath of 
disasters and emergency situations, The Salvation Army is swift to 
respond with practical and pastoral care. 
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HELP MAKE SOUTH GLOS. A SAFER PLACE: 

Please see the poster on the noticeboard or pick up a card, to learn how 
you can make South Gloucestershire a safer place for women and girls – 
scan the QR code and fill in the survey, thank you. 
 
 

 

PEOPLE: 

Roy remains in Southmead and at the time of writing is in Elgar House.  
Please remember Roy in your prayers at this time. 
 
A number of people in our fellowship have recently been bereaved and 
they remain in our thoughts and prayers.  On Monday 13th, Brian and 
family will be saying goodbye to his brother, Stan.  We also remember 
Mary Jackson who was bereaved of her two brothers, William and Philip.  
Please remember our friends in your prayers. 
 
If you know of anyone who is poorly (including yourself), please let me 
(Colin) know, so that we can offer support. 
 
We have a couple of special birthdays being celebrated this week. Sue 
Alcock is 70 today, and on Thursday Esther Dickens celebrates her 30th. 
Many congratulations to you both.  

  



DON’T MISS OUT: 

We’re continuing with our Bible series this week – make sure you pick 
up the ‘take home’ sheet from the hall as this will help you dig deeper.  
In particular, included on the sheet this week are 7 short Bible readings 
and reflections to help you read the Bible at home every day. 
 
The next Sunday meeting of this series will not be until 26th February – 
so you have 14 days to do 7 readings!  A great opportunity to catch up if 
you’ve got a bit behind! 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP: 

We’d like to put together a list of books/apps/websites/podcasts that 
people use to help them with their Bible reading.  So, if you have used, 
or are using, something that you’re finding really helpful please let 
either Nicola or Linda know. Thank you. 
 
 
 

  



PROPERTY: 

Fire Call Points: 
The Fire Call Point by the front door is not working.  However, there 
are 6 other call points in the building at the following locations: 

• By the internal sliding doors 
• At the bottom of the office stairs 
• Bradbury Hall by the external doors 
• Opposite the main store room (between the Bradbury Hall 

and the Annex) 
• By the back door 
• By the rear exit behind the platform 

 
In the event of an emergency, please use one of these call points 
(which you will pass to exit the building) to sound the alarm. 

 
Entrance and Exit: 

We are having further problems with the rear shutter so are 
currently leaving the shutter up.  The contractor is trying to resolve 
this.  On the front doors, the lock which operates the sliding doors is 
not working.  As a result, if you are opening the building you need to 
do so through the back door.  We are hoping that this will be resolved 
by next weekend - thanks Mike D. 

 
Cleaning 

Thanks to everyone who is helping to clean our suite of buildings.  As 
Nicola and I are away this coming week, we would be grateful if you 
would tidy up after yourselves.  Also, if anyone would like to join the 
'cleanliness is next to godliness' team, then please let me (Colin) 
know.  In particular, we are looking for someone who might like to 
clean the windows! 

 

FLOWERS: 

Many thanks to those who have provided the flowers at the front of the 
hall today: Morag and Linda in memory of Maureen, and John Alcock and 
family in celebration of Sue’s special birthday.  



MEMBERSHIP: 

Following the recent Pastoral Care Council, we identified that there are 
a number of people on our Corps (Church) membership role who have 
not attended or had contact with the corps for many years.  It is our hope 
to make contact with this group of people to advise that we intend to 
move them from our membership role to our 'friends' roll.  This would 
not preclude them from becoming members again should they wish to 
re-engage with the corps.  If you know of someone, or have contact with 
someone, who would fall into this category, and you think that we might 
not have their current contact details, please let me (Colin) know.  Thank 
you. 

 

WARM WELCOME: 

Thanks to all those who have been making cakes - thank you! 
 

SELF-DENIAL 2023 APPEAL: 

This year’s service for the Self-Denial Appeal will take place on Sunday 
5th March 2023. Please take your envelope (and anyone else's who you 
may be seeing during the week) which can be found on the table in the 
foyer. There are also a number of leaflets giving a heart-warming insight 
to this appeal, along with small collection boxes that you may wish to 
take and collect your odd change in over the next month. 



IN THE MONTH AHEAD:  
 

Monday 20th February Pastoral Care Council Meeting 

24th – 26th February Staple Hill Youth Retreat  

Sunday 26th February Messy Church 

Monday 27th February CAMEO 

Friday 3rd March Women’s World Day of Prayer 

Saturday 4th March Staple Hill Band Concert 

Sunday 5th March Self Denial Altar Service 

Monday 6th March Mission Council Meeting 

Friday 10th March Divisional Youth Rehearsals 

Sunday 12th March YP Band & Singing Company at Stroud 

 
SOME MORE KEY DATES THIS YEAR:  
 

24th – 26th March Territorial YP Workers weekend ‘Shalom’ 

Sunday 9th April Easter Sunday inc. Concert in Page Park 

Sunday 7th May Page Park Coronation Event 

Sunday 14th May Page Park Praise 

Sunday 4th June Page Park Praise 

Saturday 17th June Armed Forces Day in Page Park 

Sunday 2nd July Page Park Praise 

Sunday 6th August Page Park Praise 

Sunday 17th September Page Park Praise 

30th Sept / 1st Oct Harvest Weekend 

14th / 15th October YP Prizegiving Weekend 

 



THE WEEK AHEAD: 
 
TODAY Sunday 12th February:   

10am      Racial Justice Sunday 
Exile: Our human cry for peace 

Jeremiah 25:8-14; Daniel 1:1-21; Jeremiah 29:10-14 
11.30am-12:15pm Children & Youth Activities 
 
 

Tuesday 14th February: 
11am-12noon  Extra Slice Group at the Hall (leader: Kelvin) 
12noon-6pm   Hall open for a Warm Welcome 
2pm      Invitation to find out more 
6:30pm     YP Band Practice 
7:15pm     Singing Company Practice 
8pm       Senior Band Practice 

 
 
Wednesday 15th February: 

9:30am-11am  Tots on the Hill  
3:30pm-4:30pm  Extra Slice Group online (leader: Gerry) 
7:45pm-9pm   Extra Slice Group at Linda’s house 
8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group online (leader: Beth) 

 
 
Thursday 16th February: 

12.30pm     Lunch Club 
6:45pm     Colin & Nicola’s Extra Slice Group at Tash & Phil’s  
8:15pm-9:15pm  Extra Slice Group online (leaders: Ian & Rachel) 

 
 
Sunday 19th February:  

10am      All Age Worship led by Majors Paul & Liz Church 
11.30am-12:15pm Children & Youth Activities 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2025%3A8-14&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+1%3A1-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A10-14&version=NIV

