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The Winter is Past 
Tomorrow, the 1st March, marks the start of the meteorological spring 

(we have to wait a few more weeks for the more traditional 

astronomical start of spring). Over the past month, we have seen the 

mornings get lighter and sunset creep into the early evening.  

 

This season brings with it improving weather and the land coming back 

to life. As flowers start to bloom and lambs are born in the fields, we are 

reminded of the beauty that exists in this world. As Christians, we know 

that we are given new life and new blessings each and every day. Spring 

reminds us that we should be living life to the full and leaving the barren 

winter of the past behind. And this spring, with the announcement from 

the Prime Minister this week on the slow lifting of lockdown restrictions 

– there are even more reasons for hope of good times ahead. Spring will 

come and new life and hope will burst forth! 

 

See! The winter is past; the rains are over and gone. Flowers appear on 

the earth; the season of singing has come, the cooing of doves is heard in 

our land. Song of Songs 2:11-12 
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PRAYER DIARY: 

Over the next week, please pray for the following: 

 

1st Paul & Roz C; Peter H; Bill & Freda M; Elaine & Peter R; 
Margaret S 

2nd Hilton & Lilian B; Alison & Steve C; Colin & Nicola H-J; Carys 
& Senan H; Alan T 

3rd Jim & Pat B; Mary, Peter & James J; Chris P; Megan B; June W; 
Viv W, Graham & Julie W 

4th Mary Ba; Mark & Michelle D; Jess, Matt, Charlie & Harry J; Kay 
& Marc W; Marcus B 

5th Hilary & Mike D; Sally P; Rebecca M; Claire, Michael & Naomi 
B 

6th Jon, Elli, Ellen & Will B; Kirsty, Mark, Oliver, Freya & Henry F; 
David Jo; Alison C 

7th Beryl & Spence G; Margaret K; Jakub P; David  L; Andy, Emily, 
Grace & Archie 

 

PAPERS THIS WEEK:  

Last week’s papers did eventually arrive on the Saturday – somewhat 

later than they were meant to - so we were able to distribute many of 

them over the Sunday and early part of the week. We just wanted to say 

a big thank you to our volunteer postmen and women who made this 

possible and the sacrifice they make every week to keep us all informed.  

 

FLOWERS: 

Our flowers today would have been given by Viv Wallington in memory 

of her mother. 

 

  



ACROSS OUR FELLOWSHIP: 

Whilst we were on furlough last week, although furlough now has a new 

meaning, the 2021 Salvation Amy’s appointments bulletin was released.  

The bulletin identifies those officers who will be taking new 

appointments in the summer.  It’s a long list, but here are a few entries 
that you may be interested in:  

• Ali & Gavin Friday are moving from Bristol Citadel to Canterbury  

• Alison & Mark Godwin from Bridgwater to Bolton South  

• Helen & Ian Urmston from Southsea to Weymouth with Portland  

• Heather & John Culshaw from the training college to Bridgwater  

• Sarah Griffiths from Malvern to Stepney  

Our young people will miss Sarah and Alison & Mark, who have been 

part of our Divisional Summer Camp.  Unfortunately, at the time of 

writing no officers have been appointed to Bristol Citadel or Malvern.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with both our friends who are moving and 
the fellowships who are experiencing change.  

Following the sudden loss of Catherine, our thoughts and prayers 

continue to be with Marcus, Haydn, Trudi, Katie and Hannah, and Shona, 

Sophie and Luke.  We were also sad to learn that Sheila Daniels was 

promoted to glory and again we remember and pray for Sheila’s family, 

along with the family of Malcolm Faulkner, Yvonne, Andrew and Claire 

and their families.  So far, we have the following dates:  

• Malcolm Faulkner, Tuesday, 16th March @ 2pm, Colin to officiate  

• Sheila Daniels, Tuesday, 23rd March @ 12.30pm, Colin with 

Mark/Dawn Sellers, CO’s at Bristol Easton  

Please continue to support and pray for all those within our fellowship 

who are experiencing loss or who have health concerns at this time. 

 

 



PRAYER NETWORK: 

In our prayers this past week:  

 

• Gerry Wiltshire who was due to have cataract surgery  

• Francine Jefferies is due to undergo lung surgery in BRI on 4th  March 

• Alan Richardson who has been taken into ICU at Southmead and is 

very poorly. Also remember Marion at this time. 

 

Sharon Davis would like to thank everyone for their prayers on behalf 

of her sister Wendy who is now out of hospital and resting at home. 

 

 If you would like us to pray for something, then please drop us an email 

(a couple of sentences only, please) on staplehillprayers@gmail.com.  
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IN OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY:  

Staple Hill Survey 
 
During the past year there has been many discussions on how to 
improve Staple Hill and support our local traders, so the Chamber of 
Trade (Staple Hill Traders and businesses) our three Councillors Ian, 
Michael and Katie, South Glos. Council Officers and representatives from 
other organisations and myself [Steph Purser] have been meeting to 
come up with suggestions, ideas and future projects to make Staple Hill 
a vibrant shopping centre for our residents. 
 
The restoration of the park has changed the demographics of the area, 
we now have many young families moving into the area so we need to 
have the shopping centre to provide for them and us. To achieve this we 
need your help, your views and your answers on the STAPLE HILL 
SURVEY [closing date: Sunday 21st March]. Please follow the link: 
   

https://southglos.researchfeedback.net/s/StapleHill 
 
This is a chance for you to have your say and help shape how Staple Hill 
will look, feel, and work in the years to come. 
 
Bird Aviary in Page Park 
 
To help with the costs of refurbishing the Bird Aviary and surrounds in 
the Sensory Garden we have set up a donation page at Virgin Money 
Giving: 

http://virginmoneygiving.com/fund/pageparkaviary 

 
Our aim is to raise £1,000 although costs may come in a little higher. It 
would be amazing if our community would help support this project.  
 

Thank you 
Steph Purser 

Vice Chair, Friends of Page Park 
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THE WEEK AHEAD: 

All activities within our buildings continue to be suspended until it is 

deemed safe. 

 
TODAY Sunday 28th February 

from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online 

‘A king like no other - Rejection not Popularity’  
Luke 4:14-30 

 
Tuesday 2nd March 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
 
Wednesday 3rd March 

2pm      Extra Slice Group online 
3.30pm    Extra Slice Group online 
7pm     Extra Slice Group online 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 

 
Thursday 4th March 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 

 
Sunday 7th March  

from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online 

‘A king like no other – Authority not Dictatorship’  
Luke 4: 31-44 
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