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As White As Snow 
Last Sunday, we woke up to a world white with snow. In Yate, we were 

lucky enough to have several inches, so absolutely everything was 

covered. Can there be anyone who doesn’t get a thrill at the sight? A 

crisp white blanket of snow, unbroken by footprints or tracks, is a thing 

of unparalleled beauty. The dirt and grime of modern life magically 

transformed overnight to a something new and full of purity. 

 

God, the architect and creator of all things, gives us the blessing of snow. 

But God goes further than just physical beauty – He promises that He 

will take away our sins and make our lives as pure and beautiful as the 

driven snow as well. Through Jesus, He made a New Covenant with us … 

a fresh start where our past is forgotten and we can go forward under 

His guidance to a better life.  What better reminder do we need today of 

why we should sign those commitment cards that we have all been sent? 

 

‘Come now, let us settle the matter,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your sins 

are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as 

crimson, they shall be like wool.’ Isaiah 1v18 
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ACROSS OUR FELLOWSHIP: 

• We remember Ian, Neil and their respective families this week, as 

they prepare for the funeral of their Mum, Doreen on Thursday at 

2pm.  

• We are sad to report that last weekend John Long was promoted to 

glory. 

• Sue Mason was also bereaved of her Mum a couple of weeks ago, but 

on a happier note Sue became a grandmother on Wednesday with 

the arrival of baby Darcie, daughter to Faye. 

• We have a number of poorly people within and around our 

fellowship including, Josie, who has been in hospital, Esther, Sara-

Jayne, Clive, Jill, Brenda, Mike B, &amp; Scott. Please continue to 

cover each other in prayer. 

 

THE SANCTUARY CHURCH: 

The following information was taken from an article that was published 

in Downend Voice: 

 

A CHURCH in Staple Hill 

has closed its doors for 

the final time. The 

Sanctuary Church, on 

Staple Hill High Street, 

was founded 25 years ago. 

As well as church 

activities, the building 

also hosted community 

groups, including the 

Powerhouse youth club, 

Streetvibes dance group, Happy Hands toddler group and a mature 

adults keep fit, and supported events including Christmas on the Hill. 

 



Members of the congregation are joining other churches in the area, 

while the future of the building has yet to be decided. Minister Nigel 

Farmer, who helped found the church, said: "It is always sad for a church 

to close. We know the community has enjoyed many fun programs at 

the building. 

 

"As an independent church, that doesn't run with any outside support, 

we are even more dependent on the members who attend to run all the 

many aspects of a healthy church. The members that love and follow 

Jesus have provided all the finance to support the programmes for the 

past 25 years; we are so very grateful to each of them." 

 

Nigel had decided it was time to step down as the minister at the church, 

and the high costs of maintaining and heating the building, which is 

more than 100 years old, were another factor in the church's trustees 

deciding to close. 

 

He said: "After starting the church 25 years ago, and working as the 

Minister for the past 10 years, it has become a tiring work, and the need 

for a change had become clear to me. Covid-19 has certainly given many 

of us the opportunity to stop rushing around and reflect on what is 

important to us. So I will join the many who are out there looking for 

work, whilst finding another great church where I can worship God and 

serve the community. 

 

"The trustees had looked at options to employ another minister, from 

both within and outside, but it was felt that there was more to be done 

than simply replacing the lead person. Therefore, the other options 

were not viable. Now they are looking at all options, so that the charity 

can benefit from a sale, and use the funds to the very best for charitable 

work, both home and abroad. Other churches have shown an interest, 

and of course there is always the possibility of building developers." 

  



TREASURERS REPORT: 

Christmas: 

 

Both the Majors and I have been amazed by the generosity of our corps 

members and the general public over the Christmas period with the 

financial donations that we had received. Not being able to do our usual 

supermarket collection standing days was a little bit concerning, but we 

need not to have worried as God had other plans. We received £2,000 

on our Just Giving page and nearly £10,000 sent to us or handed in on 

our reception days. Many of the donations received have been given for 

the general community work that we do, not just at Christmas but also 

throughout the year. Other donations came for specific uses, such as our 

food bank, the toy appeal or to help towards the Christmas day 

lunch/goodie bags that we delivered. Any named donation that was not 

fully used this year will be kept in an account for use next Christmas. 

 

New 2021 Envelopes: 

 

The new financial year starts in April and I have made some changes to 

reflect the reduced number of cartridge envelopes that we use. Those 

who wish to continue to give their offering by weekly or monthly 

envelope may still do so, and I will send these to you in early March, but 

please note that there will be a change to your envelope number. 

 

As you will understand, we cannot easily process two different cartridge 

numbers from you so there will be a cut-off date of 14th March 2021 

(Mothering Sunday) to use the current envelopes. After this date it 

would be helpful to save your weekly/monthly cartridge until you can 

use the 1st new cartridge envelope in April 2021. 

 

If you wish to start a standing order or change from weekly to monthly 

envelope, please let me know as soon as possible so that there is time to 

facilitate this for you. 



Givt giving on-line: 

 

As you may have seen on our online services, there is 

an opportunity to give via the QR code that appears 

on the screen. This is being used and we do receive 

donations each week. The donations are anonymous 

as the donor’s details are not shared with us. If you, 

or someone you know has donated this way, thank 

you. 

 

Please note to complete your donation using Givt online you need to 

follow all the process steps through for your donation to reach Staple 

Hill Corps. 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support. 

 

PRAYER NETWORK: 

Our prayers this past week:  

 

• For Eva Clark (Chippenham Corps) sister of Catherine Read who had 

a fall before Christmas damaging both knees, needing surgery, and 

still remains in Hospital following a further fall. 

• For Margaret Smith Bishton, Marie Watts’ daughter, who is in 

Hospital following a heart attack. 

• For Esther Kasumba who has tested positive in routine work test 

and is concerned. 

• For Josie Keen, one of our Corps family, who has been in Hospital, 

now home but far from well. 

 

 If you would like us to pray for something, then please drop us an email 

(a couple of sentences only, please) on staplehillprayers@gmail.com.  
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PRAYER DIARY: 

Over the next week, please pray for the following: 

 

1st  Paul & Roz C; Peter H; Bill & Freda M; Elaine & Peter R;  
Margaret S 

2nd Hilton & Lilian B; Alison & Steve C; Colin & Nicola H-J; Carys & 
Senan H; Alan T 

3rd Jim & Pat B; Mary, Peter & James J; Chris P; Megan B; June W; 
Viv W, Graham & Julie W 

4th Mary Ba; Mark & Michelle D; Jess, Matt, Charlie & Harry J; Kay & 
Marc W; Cath & Marcus B 

5th Hilary & Mike D; Sally P; Rebecca M; Claire, Michael & Naomi B 

6th Jon, Elli, Ellen & Will B; Kirsty, Mark, Oliver, Freya & Henry F; 
David Jo; Alison C 

7th Beryl & Spence G; Margaret K; Jakub P; David  L; Andy, Emily, 
Grace & Archie 

 

  



THE WEEK AHEAD: 

All activities within our buildings continue to be suspended until it is 

deemed safe, but the following activities will be taking place this week: 

 
TODAY Sunday 31st January 

from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online  

Going forward Together ‘Our Commitment’  
1 Corinthians 12:12-20 

 
Tuesday 2nd February 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
 
Wednesday 3rd February 

2pm      Extra Slice Group online 
3.30pm    Extra Slice Group online 
7pm     Extra Slice Group online 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 

 
Thursday 4th February 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 

 
Sunday 7th February  

from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online 

‘God’s Love, our love’ 1 John 4: 7-21 
 
 
 

Please have your 

commitment card 

ready to sign 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2012%3A12-20&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%204%3A7-21&version=NIV

