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A New Start 
 

Without doubt, 2020 was one of the strangest years on record. 

Everything and everyone in the whole world has been impacted by 

coronavirus, and both lives and thinking has been radically changed as 

a result. Perhaps, the only event in history that has had a greater impact 

on changing humanity is the birth of Jesus!  

 

2021 is a year of hope. The hope of a better year where coronavirus is 

finally brought under control and we can return to a more normal form 

of life. A new start, where we can reflect on what we have learnt about 

ourselves and our Christian mission through a year of adversity and 

challenge. A year to start building a better world for ourselves, our 

family, our friends, the people of Staple Hill and the surrounding area, … 

and for God. 

Help us build a loving world, 

A new and better loving world; 

Lay the foundation on Jesus Christ our Lord, 

And help us build a loving world. 
[The Salvation Army Song Book, Song 1001] 

Paul Heath 

Sunday 3rd January 2021  
Bulletin e-mail: staplehillbulletin@gmail.com 

Staple Hill     
Local … Lively … Loving 
 

contactstaplehill@gmail.com 

http://www.victoriaheathmusic.com
http://www.staplehillsa.uk/
http://www.victoriaheathmusic.com
mailto:staplehillbulletin@gmail.com
http://www.victoriaheathmusic.com
http://www.victoriaheathmusic.com
http://www.victoriaheathmusic.com
http://www.victoriaheathmusic.com
http://www.victoriaheathmusic.com
mailto:contactstaplehill@gmail.com


PRAYER DIARY: 
 

Over the next week, please pray for the following: 

 

4th Mary Ba; Mark & Michelle D; Jess, Matt, Charlie & Harry J; Kay 
& Marc W; Cath & Marcus B 

5th Hilary & Mike D; Sally P; Rebecca M; Claire, Michael & Naomi 
B 

6th Jon, Elli, Ellen & Will B; Kirsty, Mark, Oliver, Freya & Henry F; 
David Jo; Alison C 

7th Beryl & Spence G; Margaret K; Jakub P; David  L; Andy, Emily, 
Grace & Archie 

8th Orla B; Marcia G; Anne & Dennis L; Laura R; Alan & Marion R 

9th Rita B; Linda & Rob H; Anne & Rob L; Ian & Rachel R; Myriam, 
Steve & Noah S; Olive & John S 

10th Gary M; Roy R; Jason R; Christine K; Chris, Holly, Dylan, Oscar 
& Charlie S 

 

GOING FORWARD TOGETHER: 

 

Over the next few weeks, during online worship 

and in Extra Slice groups we will be ‘Going 

Forward Together’.  2020 was a year like no 

other, and we have now entered a new year 2021 

– what a great time to Go Forward Together!  We 

will Go Forward Together as Staple Hill Salvation 

Army, but we will also be joining The Salvation Army across the UK.  It 

begins with the Territorial Leaders hosting an online meeting today - on 

YouTube (www.youtube.com/salvationarmyvideo) Sunday 3rd January, 

and it will continue with our online worship next week.  You will also 

receive details in your January mailing, so watch out for that. 

  

www.youtube.com/salvationarmyvideo


CHRISTMAS 2020: 

So, here we are, post-Christmas Appeal, with our 

feet up pondering the successes of Christmas 

2020. Yes, the 'successes'! Whilst it may not have 

been a 'usual Christmas' for many of us, the great 

people of Staple Hill & the surrounding area once 

again came good to bring Christmas cheer to 

families in need right across our area. Here are 

some glimpses into what was a mammoth task this 

year, with grateful thanks from Santa for all our 

help in getting these collected and sorted! We 

really had to think on our feet, and given that we 

are all volunteers at Staple Hill SA, it is true to say 

this year was a huge challenge. So not only a 

"thank you" to all of you who donated, but also 

"thank you" to all of our volunteers who worked 

so hard in complicated conditions to get this done. 

We again worked with Social Services and other 

organisations across South Gloucestershire to 

provide Christmas toy parcels and food hampers to 

families who would struggle to have anything to 

look forward to on Christmas day. Everything was 

understandably a little bit more difficult this year 

but we managed to provide packages of toys and 

food for well over 400 children and adults in South 

Gloucestershire. We have also shared resources 

with other Salvation Army centres across Bristol 

and collectively provided about 1900 individuals 

with gifts. We also manged to get our traditional 

Christmas Day lunch out on the road and deliver 

to a significant number of people who would have 

been on their own this Christmas. 



 



PRAYER NETWORK: 
 

Over the Christmas period, we have prayed for:  

 

• Carol Chadwick (Margaret Boxell’s sister in law) who is awaiting 

biopsy and further tests for tumour at the back of her eye 

• Molly (Margaret Boxell’s Aunt) admitted to Hospital with Covid, and 

her husband who also has symptoms and was awaiting test results 

• Rebecca Stockdale who is finding it hard to help a close friend going 

through bereavement 

• David James following the passing of his brother Malcolm 

• Charmaine who commenced further treatment this week 

• Doreen Roberts who has been admitted to Hospital with Pneumonia 

 

If you would like us to pray for something, then please drop us an email 

(a couple of sentences only, please) on staplehillprayers@gmail.com.  

 

THE 10th DAY OF CHRISTMAS: 

Like today’s cartoon? See if you can find: 

A partridge in pear tree 7 swans a-swimming 

2 turtle doves 8 maids a-milking 

3 french hens 9 ladies dancing 

4 calling birds 10 lords a-leaping (including one time lord!) 

5 gold rings The Singing Company leader’s lost glasses 

6 geese a-laying A guest appearance by Wally 
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THANKS FROM MARK DICKENS: 

This is for all of you who've called, sent cards, supported, and prayed 

following my diagnosis back last year.   As if COVID wasn't enough to worry 

about, my health news last summer was not the best, but got better over 

time, and I'm sure all of your support made a huge difference as my last 

procedure has been confirmed as a complete success!  THANK YOU. Great 

news to start the year off with, and so to all of you, I wish a genuine "Happy 

New Year".  

Secondly, I would like to say a huge thank you to my very small media team 

that keep all of the online meetings and media presence going.   Over 200 

hours of work went into editing and compiling our online presence over 

December, and the guys that do this are always aware of making sure we 

maintain the " created by, and including, only music and input from Staple 

Hill SA members" rule that we will always abide by.  If you have any ideas 

for the future, do let me know.  For sure we are now in a different direction, 

with what seems to be a global reach, but our mission lies at our door in 

Staple Hill.  Maybe 2020 was just a rehearsal for 2021?   We'll soon have 

our December viewing statistics to share, but in the month of November 

our Sunday Morning meetings were viewed by 5,271 people, and 

Lighthouse Club by 797.  The modern day 'open-air'?  Who knows!  All 

suggestions gratefully received! 

 

ONLINE BROADCASTS: 

3rd JANUARY 2021: Join our Territorial Leaders for an online Vision 

and Commitment Sunday meeting that premieres live on YouTube 

(www.youtube.com/salvationarmyvideo) Sunday 3rd January at 9am. 

The meeting will include the installation and welcome of Colonels Paul 

and Jenine Main as the new Chief Secretary and Territorial Secretary for 

Leader Development.  At Staple Hill, we will be looking at our Vision and 

Commitment during the rest of January so this will be a good 

introduction to that. 

file:///D:/STAPLE%20HILL/Bulletin/2020/12.%20December%202020/www.youtube.com/salvationarmyvideo


MESSAGE FROM THE DIVISIONAL YOUTH 

SECRETARY (DYS) BETH: 

There will be an online divisional youth event held on 16th January 2021 

at 6.30pm. Sign up closes on 8th January (although we would encourage 

people to sign up asap to allow us time to make up packs for the young 

people over Christmas).  Young people can sign up via social media on 

the link below: 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/NSFKXFP 

 

 

ACROSS OUR FELLOWSHIP: 

• Gerry and family would like to say thank you for the prayers, support 

and love that they have experienced.  I'm sure that this will continue 

over the coming days and months.   

• We were sad to learn, just before Christmas, that Hazel Leonard was 

promoted to glory and our thoughts and prayers are with David and 

his family.  Hazel's funeral has been planned for Friday 8th January, 

2021, 2:00pm, at Westerleigh Crematorium. 

• Our thoughts and prayers are with also with David James following 

the loss of his brother, Malcolm, whose funeral will take place on 

Tuesday, 19th January.  We will be conducting this service, along with 

that of my [Colin’s] Aunty Rose on Tuesday 12th January. 

• Doreen Roberts in not well and has been admitted into hospital with 

pneumonia. Charmaine's started a course of radiotherapy this week.  

Please remember Doreen and Charmaine in your prayers. 

• And finally, a celebration - Rita Brooksbank celebrates her 80th 

birthday on Friday, so we hope you have a great day Rita. 
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THE WEEK AHEAD: 

All activities within our buildings continue to be suspended until it is 

deemed safe, but the following activities re-commence this week: 

 
TODAY Sunday 3rd January 2021  

from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online 

‘The Wise men’ Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Tuesday 5th January 2021 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
 
Wednesday 6th January 2021 

2pm      Extra Slice Group online 
3.30pm    Extra Slice Group online 
7pm     Extra Slice Group online 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 

 
Thursday 7th January 2021 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 

 
Sunday 10th  January 

from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online 

Going Forward Together ‘God’s Invitation’  
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%202%3A1-12&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah%2031%3A31-34&version=NIV

