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Gentle Words are a Tree of Life 
Proverbs 15 v 4 

 

Last week in ‘Extra Slice’, Major Colin asked what was our favourite season. My 

favourite is AUTUMN. I personally enjoy the coolness of the temperatures, but 

also I see the miracles that God performs: 

 

• The falling of the leaves in splendid colours 

• The naked trees showing their strength and stature 

• The grass ceasing to grow, which enables us to store the mower 

• The flight of the birds to a warmer climate. 

 

God’s wisdom is astonishing. 

 

We ourselves often think we’re useless, with no outstanding gifts. Yet – God 

uses us! My thoughts go to the baobab tree. It is known as the ugliest tree in 

the world, but its usefulness is beyond measure. It can survive in the most arid 

deserts. Its bark can be made into rope. Its pulp is good for the blood. Its seeds 

provide fertilizer. Its flowers are used for decoration, food and medicines. Next 

time we feel useless let’s consider the spiritual gifts God has given us freely. 

May our prayers be of comfort to someone each day, and may He perform 

miracles in our daily lives.                                                                            Doris Pearce 
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HARVEST: 

 

We hope that you enjoyed our Harvest Celebrations.  It was good to see 

everyone who was able to join us for our virtual harvest supper.  We 

promised a prize for the best ‘presented potato’ and after reviewing the 

all the entrants, we have three winners: Amber, Noah and Oliver.  Their 

prize will be sent out over the coming weeks. 

 

For those who completed the Quiz, the answers are: 

1. Grass 

2. Green Card 

3. Greengage 

4. US Dollar 

5. Anne of Green Gables 

6. Shakin’ Stevens 

7. Green Room 

8. Othello 

9. Emerald 

10. Ireland 

11. The Incredible Hulk 

12. Green Giant Sweetcorn 

13. Bethnal Green, Bounds Green, Golders Green, Greenford, 

Greenwich, Green Park, Kensal Green, North Greenwich, 

Parsons Green, Stepney Green, Turnham Green, Willesden 

Green, Wood Green 

14. Green Fingered 

15. Sick 

 

It was just for fun, but if you put Greenford for questions 13, you get an 

extra ‘pat on the back’ as this is my home town! 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER DIARY: 

 
This week, please pray for the following: 

 

12th Charmaine I; Shirley N; Arnold & Pat T; Sheila T; Michael & Valerie B; 
Hayley & Mark C 

13th Janet B; Valerie C; David Ja; Valerie & Martyn P; Marion W; Jill We; 
Gary W 

14th Margaret & Peter B; Adam D; Nathan, Rachael, Poppy & Alice J; Gerry 
& Malcolm W 

15th Aimee B; Brenda D; Matt, Ruth, Isabella & Amara A; Louise, Karen & 
Natalie P; Josie K 

16th Margaret B; Hannah, Nick & Arthur; Garry & Gill J; Bob & Pauline P; 
Josh D; Robert H 

17th Ed Bowen, Becky G; Joe S; Martin, Amy S & family; Sharon D; Iris & 
Ivan D; Brian & Vera R 

18th Derek & Liz B; Gwen L; Joan W; David, Rachel, Charlotte, Georgina, & 
Harriet N 

  



LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: 

 
The national pandemic situation is ever changing, and we are keeping 

an eye on this and current guidelines from both the government and the 

Salvation Army.  Our Mission Council is meeting regularly online to 

discuss the way forward and when in-person activities can be 

undertaken safely.    Any activity that is undertaken requires Risk 

Assessments to be carried out and alterations to our building and how 

we operate.  Myriam (Corps Sergeant Major) and Gary Risdale are 

working through the guidance and preparing the relevant paperwork in 

consultation with the Mission Council.  We have made the decision to 

allow Slimming World to use our building again from the beginning of 

November.  Small groups of musicians are playing in the outdoors at 

various locations including outside our building.  Our Young People’s 

team are looking at what is possible for our young people.  We continue 

to keep Sunday Worship under review and will discuss again in our next 

Mission Council meeting on 19th October.  If you have any questions or 

suggestions please contact Colin or Nicola. 

 

 

PRAYER NETWORK: 
 

This week, we have been praying for: 

 

• Shirley Burling who was having a procedure on Tuesday to 

remove fluid from the brain 

 

If you have a situation that you would like use to pray for, then please 

drop us an email on staplehillprayers@gmail.com. 
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HALL IMPROVEMENTS: 

 
Within the Greater Bristol area there are a number of charitable trusts 

who support the work of the Salvation Army.  One of these trusts 

contacted the Salvation Army to advise that they were closing and 

would like to make a significant donation.  Several of the trustees 

subsequently visited Staple Hill, liked what we were doing, and have 

made a donation for the specific purpose of improving our worship hall.  

In addition to the Mission Council, we have formulated a steering group 

to look at some feasibility studies that are being drawn up.  The people 

on this group are: 

 

• Myriam Selfe 

• Paul Campbell 

• Mike Dickens 

• Gary Matthews 

• Phil James 

• Les Palfreman 

• Joe Saint 

 

along with representatives from DHQ and THQ.   

 

Due to the current restrictions on meeting together, it would be 

extremely difficult to organise a meeting to discuss the different options. 

However, we will try and keep you informed of developments, 

suggestions, plans etc., electronically.  If you have any concerns, 

suggestions or ideas then please let me [Colin] know. 

 

  

 

  

  



CORPS PHONE DIRECTORY:  

 

As many of you will be aware, Staple Hill has its own 
corps directory for members of our congregation who 
wish to be included with their contact details. We are 
currently reviewing our last one to bring it up to date 
and would therefore give everyone the opportunity to 
be included in the new directory. As part of data 
protection laws, you need to give us permission to 
publish this information within the directory, so a 
short form will be circulated for you to fill in your contact details and 
sign that you are happy to have it in the directory. If you access your 
Weekly News online, the link to the form will be on the same email. If 
you don't have access to the internet, Viv Wallington will be delighted to 
take up your details.  
  
The directory will also give the contact details of all corps 
communication forums for you to use and... we will be looking to create 
an electronic version (as well as paper) for those who'd rather have the 
list on their device! 
 

 

ACROSS OUR FELLOWSHIP: 

 
You will be pleased to learn that Roy, Joan and Sally are all home 

following their time in hospital.  However, they continue to need our 

prayers and encouragement. 

 

There are a number of people within our fellowship who are living with 

long-term illness - again, please pray for our friends. 

  



CHRISTMAS CARDS: 

 

Whilst we appreciate for some, it’s a bit early to talk about Christmas 

Cards, for others they have planned to write them over the coming 

weeks.  In previous years we have had a post box in the hall to help 

people distribute their cards.  Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, this 

will not be possible this year.  However, we are looking at ways in which 

we can send one card, either electronically or physically, to everyone, in 

which you will be able to contribute a brief seasonal message.  We 

appreciate that this will be a disappointment to many, but hope you 

understand the restrictions and difficulties that we face. 

 

ONLINE EVENTS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE WEEK AHEAD: 

 

All activities within our buildings continue to be suspended until it is 

deemed safe, but the following activities continue: 

 

TODAY Sunday 11th October 
from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online 
     Zacchaeus  - Luke 19:1-10 

 
Tuesday 13th October 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
 
Wednesday 14th October 

2pm      Extra Slice Group online 
3.30pm    Extra Slice Group online 
7pm     Extra Slice Group online 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 

 
 
Thursday 15th October 

11am - 12pm Food Parcels available at Hall 
8.15pm    Extra Slice Group online 
 

Sunday 18th October  
from 10am  Lighthouse Club Session available online (ages 7-11) 
10am    Youth Group meets online (ages 11+) 
from 11am  Sunday Worship – online 

Jesus wept -  John 11:35 
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