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Mothering Sunday

With all that is going on, it is easy to forget that normally we would be
celebrating Mothering Sunday today. Going back into history, this day in
Lent was set aside for those ‘in-service’ to travel home to visit their
mother church and see their families. It is only fairly recently that this
peculiarly English tradition has been combined with the American
‘Mother’s Day’ celebration.

Most of us think fondly of our mothers, whether still with us or in
cherished memories. My own mother was a lovely person and a strong
Christian. Within her old song book there was an extraordinary
collection of scraps of paper - prayers, poems and bible readings that
meant something special to her. One of those prayers started:

Dear Lord, we have all come to your house this morning to thank you with
all our hearts for a life which is so rich and good for our dear families, each
one means so much to us and we have been greatly blessed.

Isn’t that typical of all our mothers? A mother’s love is absolute and
unconditional - just like God’s. It is a bond that is always there and
cannot be easily broken. During these uncertain days, bringing our
family (including our church family) before God in prayer is more
important than ever. Paul Heath



http://www.staplehillsa.uk/

CORONA VIRUS - IMPACT:

The COVID-19/Corona Virus pandemic has spread across the world. As
aresult, nationally, we have been asked to avoid any unnecessary social
contact. Information has been posted by Colin and Nicola via e-mail, but
for those not able to share in this way - this is a summary of the
immediate impact on our weekly activities.

All activities in our buildings have been suspended until we are
advised that it is safe to meet again. Whilst we are not able to meet
together, we are endeavouring to put the following measures in place so
that we can still be in contact:

- We will endeavour to ‘post’ something on-line each Sunday
morning. There is also a library of Staple Hill meetings on Sound
Cloud. Go to our website www.staplehillsa.uk and click on the
‘live recordings’ link on the front page.

- Weekly notices will be posted on-line as usual or delivered by
Royal Mail or by hand to those who do not have internet. We will
keep in touch by email and post updates on facebook, if we do
not have your email address, then please let us have it.

- Amember of the pastoral care team will telephone everyone who
is part of our Sunday fellowship on a weekly basis. Our
community care team will be in contact with our ‘wish you were
here’ fellowship. But please phone each other and stay in touch.

- The prayer network will operate throughout, which will allow us
to pray specifically and purposefully for people and situations as
they arise. Please send any prayer requests or news of answered
prayer to staplehillprayers@gmail.com. If you are not registered
with our prayer network then just send an email to this address
asking to be included.

- We will endeavour to drop your Salvation Army papers, Kids
Alive and periodicals through your letter box from time to time.
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CORONA VIRUS - COMMUNITY:

Staple Hill Corps' vision is "local, lively, and loving", so it's really
important that we support our local community at this time. We're
taking one day at a time, and things are changing constantly, but to begin
with we will be working in partnership with Staple Hill Community Hub
and the local councillors to ease the food poverty that increasingly more
people will be experiencing at this time.

From this coming Monday (23rd March) we will work alongside the Hub
to provide food parcels to people that need it. The number of people that
need this help is likely to increase as people experience more financial
hardship. Those in need will be able to pick up food parcels from our
front door during the following times:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday between 11am and 12pm
For this we need your help in two ways:

1. We need more food - in particular tinned meat, tinned vegetable
(but not beans of any description!) and tinned fruit. A box will
be left in the entrance corridor for these donations during the
opening hours

2. We need volunteers to help us between 10.30am and 12.30pm
on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. Unfortunately,
official guidance means we can only use volunteers who are over
18, under 70 and do not have an underlying health condition.
Also, we cannot have anyone who is ill in any way.

Information about this service will go out on facebook and our website,
so please look out for that too. And be assured that we will have safety
procedures in place to ensure that we are social distancing as instructed.

If you can help volunteer please email Nicola on nicola.hylton-
jones@salvationarmy.org.uk giving your availability and she will get
back to you.



FROM GARY MATTHEWS (CORPS TREASURER):

We still need your financial support so please carry on and give each
week/month by keeping your envelopes at home until such time these
can be offered at the hall. Perhaps each Sunday while listening to
Salvation Army CD music, old recordings online from Staple Hill
meetings or watching Songs of Praise on the TV, you could have your
own collection time?

Standing orders will obviously not be affected

We did manage to fit in and raise £1,593.83 from two Tesco standing
days for the Big Collection on the 12/13th March 2020. Thank you to
those who helped collect. We now have just over £4,000.00 towards our
target, so well over half way already

YOUTH:

Each week between 10-11 am on Sundays the youth will be “meeting”
electronically. The idea is that we will look at a particular topic, Bible
passage or song lyrics and go away and do something creative with that
item for an hour. We'll all post our images, dramas, photos, artwork,
writing, talks etc. into the shared group and hopefully learn a little from
each other and grow in our discipleship whilst we can’t be physically
together. If there are any parents or young people who want more
information, please contact Tash.

Our thoughts and prayers are with our young people this week as
schools are closed and exams are disrupted.

PRAYER TIME:

Across the UK, the Salvation Army is uniting in prayer everyday at noon.
As the hands of the clock come together let's put our hands together and
pray - for our world, our leaders and each other. #handstogether



FELLOWSHIP BULLETIN: staplehillprayers@gmail.com

Congratulations to Marion and Alan who celebrate their 55th wedding
Anniversary this week!

Jon Bessex celebrates his 40t birthday next Sunday (29th March).

Rene Ackerman's funeral will be at Westerleigh on Monday 30t March
at 1pm.

Rhoda Castle's funeral will be at Westerleigh on Tuesday 31st March at
1.15pm.

As the time of publication, the only person we know is in hospital is
Brenda who is recovering from a stroke. Both Malcolm and Mike are
home, now under the watchful care of their respective spouses, Gerry
and Elsie.

We are concerned that whilst we are not able to meet, some of our
fellowship will become isolated. As a result (and you will have seen
earlier in this bulletin) we are endeavouring to instigate a Remote
Pastoral Care scheme whereby everyone within our corps fellowship
will receive a phone call once a week. If these calls identify any
problems, then we will try our best to resolve them. Members of
Lighthouse Club and Primary will receive a copy of Kids Alive, along
with some activities to keep them occupied. If you have a regular
periodicals order we will also send these - there will be an amnesty for
paying, but an honesty box at the end!

AND FINALLY....

The situation is very fluid, so any suggestions on how we can improve
our communication and care of our fellowship, please let Majors Colin
and Nicola know.
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