The Week Ahead s

TODAY Sunday 1st March 2020

9.45am Meetings for toddlers, children & teenagers

11.00am All-Age Worship with Colin & Nicola
ALTAR SERVICE

5.00pm Café One

Monday 2 March

6.00pm Rainbows

Tuesday 3rd March

9.30am Parent & Toddlers

10.30am Cell Group with Nicola

6.45pm Young People’s Band Practice

8.00pm Senior Band Practice

Wednesday 4th March

9.30am Baby Song

3.30,5.30 & 7.30pm Slimming World

8.00pm Cell Group with Linda & Kelvin
Thursday 5t March

10.30am “Meet & Greet”

12.30pm Lunch Club

2.00pm Friendship Club

6.45pm Singing Company Practice
8.00pm Songster Practice

Friday 6th March

7.30,9.30 & 11.30am Slimming World

2pm World Day of Prayer at Badminton Methodist
6.00pm Friday Club

Saturday 7t March STAYCATION
10.00am-12.00pm NO Coffee Morning
10.00am - 4.30pm Walk Through the Bible OT Live event

Sunday 8th March STAYCATION

9.45am Primary Group only
11.00am All-Age Worship ALTAR SERVICE
5.00pm No Evening worship - Start of Prayer week
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The Weekly Bulletin for Sunday 1st March 2020

After the excesses of pancake day, we're now into Lent. I read this
quote the other day:

“Lent is the season in which we ought to be surprised by joy. Our
self-sacrifices serve no purpose unless, by laying aside this or that
desire, we are able to focus on our heart’s deepest longing: unity
with Christ. In him-- in his suffering and death, his resurrection
and triumph, we find our truest joy”.

Today we will be thinking about our giving, as we participate in
the Self Denial Altar Service. Self-denial or self-sacrifice is
traditionally associated with Lent, but this quote reminds us that
it’s about Joy too. God gave the world to us, our very lives and
his only Son’s life. We should want to give everything back to
him - our money, our time, our talents, our very lives - only this
will give us true joy. I encourage us all today, to reassess what
we give to God - not just during Lent - but throughout the year.

I pray we all may move towards Easter with an increased
appreciation for who God is and what he has done for us.
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OUR 2020 RETREAT (OR STAYCATION):

This is just next week - 7th/ 8th March. On the Saturday we have OT Live
provided by ‘Walk through the Bible’. The subsidised cost of the day, is just
£5 per person for regular attenders/members (ages 16 & under are free).
Book your place with Deb Hatcliffe. The day will run from 10am to 4.30pm
and a creche will be arranged if it’s required, please speak to Colin.

FROM GARY MATTHEWS (CORPS TREASURER):

In my last Treasurer’s letter, I encouraged members to set up a standing
order for giving in their offering. 13 people took my offer up and are now in
the midst of setting this up, meaning we will have over half of our corps, 68
people, paying by standing order. But did you know you can also set this up
to pay your band subs, songster subs and YP subs too? Please speak to me
if you would like to know how to do this, as it does make life easier for you
and the finance team. On this Altar Service Sunday, when we're thinking
about giving, it may be a good time to review your cartridge standing order
as many have not been increased for a couple of years now.

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP:

From today we will have coffee available before the morning meeting every
week - please use this opportunity to talk to each other, maybe people you've
never talked to before! Obviously we need people to prepare this & clear
away - please see Viv if you're able to help, thank you.

PRAYER WEEK 8t - 15t MARCH:

Our staycation marks the start of our 2020 prayer week form 8th — 15th
March. More details next week, but look out for an invite to music rehearsals
and an event on Wednesday 11t at 7.30pm.

BIG COLLECTION FLAG DAYS:

Please sign up for these flag days. Rotas on the noticeboard.
Thurs 12th & Fri 13th Yate Tesco Flag Days

Thurs 19th & Fri 20th Fishponds Morrisons Flag Day

EASTER & HOLY WEEK PROGRAMME:
Palm Sunday 1lam Palm Sunday All Age Worship

4pm Easter Family Crafts
Tuesday 10am-1pm Family Easter Egg Trail
7.30pm Music for Easter (with Band &
Songsters)
Wednesday 10am-1pm Family Easter Egg Trail
Thursday 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Reflection
Good Friday 10.15am Hot Cross Buns on Broad Street

1lam Good Friday All Age Worship
Easter Sunday 9am - Easter breakfast
10.15am
1lam Easter Sunday All Age Worship
Followed by a March of Witness
Please pick up an updated calendar for the rest of 2020.

CORONA VIRUS:

In a period where there are concerns over the transmission of illness, please
do not be offended if someone does not shake your hand or greets you with
a kiss. You will be aware that there is hand sanitizer station at the bottom of
the entrance corridor, which you can use. We have also put another 'hand
hygiene station' by the back door for those who come in that way. As the
current situation develops, we may need to review our programme and
practices, which we will do with guidance from the Salvation Army and the
NHS/Government. Thank you, in advance, for your support of this.

FELLOWSHIP BULLETIN: staplehillprayers@gmail.com

Thank you Margaret Smith for the flowers in memory of Brian.

Doris and Geoff would like to thank everyone for their support and prayers
over recent weeks. Happy Birthday to Peter Russell who will be 90 on 9th
March. Remembering Harry Brooksbank this week, as it would have been
his 100t birthday on Friday.

We have a number of friends who are in hospital, including: Brenda D who is
recovering from a stroke; Irene A who is very poorly; and Malcolm W, along
with a number who are recovering from illness who include Marc W and
Beryl G. Please remember these people in your prayers and where able to
contact them or their family to over support and encouragement.
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